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The  Paediatric Drug Calculation Slide Card (PDCSC) was first           
developed in 1994 to assist the Victorian Ambulance Paramedic in 
quickly calculating the amount of mls to administer to a child. This May 
2009 is the 11th version of the Card. 
 
The PDCSC is designed as a learning tool to assist in calculating the      
number of mls in a syringe to give of drugs used in the May 2009       
Victorian Ambulance Service Clinical Practice Guidelines. It does not 
provide the mg dosage calculations. It is also essential that the PDCSC 
not be used as a  replacement to the Clinical Practice Guidelines, but 
rather as an adjunct to assist in the learning. 
 
The PDCSC  provides the following information: 
 

· On the left hand side of the Outer Card , a breakdown of the 
CPGs is provided. This latest version has also now included   
the colour coding of the CPGs depending on the level of      
qualification.  To keep in line with the new CPGs,  colour coding 
follows the CPG book. For the ALS - Paramedic,  the skills they 
can perform are in Green. Additional skills the MICA - Paramedic 
can perform are in Blue. 

 
· The middle section of the Outer Card has a cut out panel which    

provides viewing of the amount of mls of the drug to be given.  
This allows the Paramedic to concentrate on only how much to 
give out of the syringe during the actual case.  The card does 
not calculate the mgs of the drug being given as this can be 
done following the case when more time is available. 

 
· On the right hand side of the Outer Card , a list of drugs used in 

the CPGs is provided.  It is essential that for the correct          
calculation of mls to be given to the patient,  the ampoule size 
and ampoule drug strength being used by the Paramedic must 
match that stated on the Card.   If the drug requires dilution,  this 
will also be stated and again the dilution information must be   
followed for the correct mls to be given to the patient. 
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· The right hand side of the Outer Card also provides some      
additional information requiring calculations including ETT sizes 
per weight /age, pulse and respiratory rates,  and defib joules.  

 
· The Inner Card whilst providing the calculated mls, also       

supplies additional technical information relating to the protocols 
including CPR rates, indication for perform certain CPGs and 
other relevant information. 

 
The size of the assembled PDCSC has been designed to ensure that 
the card fits inside the breast pocket of the current issue Ambulance 
shirt, overall pockets and the for storage in the pockets in the current 
Victoria Ambulance Drug Kits. 
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For correct assembly and use of the PDCSC, carefully follow the       
assembly instructions provided in this booklet, and print the PDCSC in 
colour to highlight important components of each guideline.   
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The following section provides detailed instructions for assembly of the Paediatric Drug      
Calculation Slide Card.    
 
Before beginning assembly, it is strongly recommended that you print out the manual in      
colour, thoroughly read all steps first, and then carefully follow each step to ensure the card 
functions correctly. 

Step 1  

Print out this Instruction Sheet  , as well as the 
Outer Cover  and Inner Slide  sheets. 

The Outer Cover  and Inner Slide  sheets should 
be printed in colour as Guidelines are printed in 
color to represent ALS levels of care and MICA  
levels of care to match the Victorian Ambulance 
CPGs 

Step 2  

Fold the Outer Cover  sheet at the 'Fold Here A'  
line. Ensure that the Dosage Window  sections 
found on both sides of the Outer Cover  match up 
perfectly.  Holding the sheet up to a light or     
window when folding will assist in this.  

Step 3  

Fold the Outer Cover  sheet at the 'Fold Here B'  
line.  



Step 5  

Cut out the rest of the Outer Cover  by cutting 
along the outer lines. 

Step 6  

Fold the Inner Card Slide Face  section so that it 
is positioned on the inside of the formed 
card.  This is to assist the movement of the Inner 
Slide .  

Step 7  

Fold the Outer Cover  in half ready for laminating.  

Step 4  

Cut along the Inner Card Slide Face line. 



Step 9  

Once the Outer Cover is laminated, cut out the 
Dosage Window on the Outer Cover .   If the 
card has been folded correctly in Steps 2 to 7,  
the  Dosage Window hole will line up correctly 
on both sides of the card. 

Step 10  

Cut off the laminating overhang at the bottom of 
the Outer Cover . Leave a 5 mm laminating       
border.  

Step 11  

Now cut the laminating overhang on the ends off 
the Outer Cover  to form a tunnel for the Inner 
Slide to go into.  

Step 8  

Laminate the Outer Cover .  



Step 13  

Fold the Inner Slide at the Fold Line C .  

Step 14  

Cut out the Inner Slide  by cutting along the outer 
lines.  

Step 15  

Slide the Inner Slide  into the laminated Outer 
Cover  and ensure both sides of the Inner Slide  
line up in the Dosage Window with the drugs on 
the right hand side of the Outer Cover .  If not,    
adjust the Fold Line C  until both sides are correct.  

Step 12  

A tunnel should now be formed with the Outer 
Cover  for the Inner Slide  to be inserted into.  



Step 17  

Cut the laminating overhang off the ends of  the 
Inner Slide  until it is the length of the Outer 
Cover .  

Step 18  

Align the Inner Slide  until it is correctly aligns 
with the Dosage Window of the Outer Cover .   

Mark the Inner Cover  for cutting off excess       
laminating, ensuring that it slides firmly but eas-
ily inside the Outer Cover . 

Step 19  

Carefully cut the laminating overhang off the top 
and bottom of the Inner Slide  until it is correctly 
aligns with the Dosage Window of the Outer 
Cover . 

Whilst trimming, ensure that the Inner Slide  
slides firmly but easily inside the Outer 
Cover .  A loose fit will not function properly. 

Step 16  

Once correctly aligned, laminate the Inner Slide . 



Step 21  

The Card is now ready to use. 

Purple writing on the Outer Cover  provides the    
ampoule size.  Ensure  that the ampoule being 
used matches this.   If dilution is required, it will 
be stated and follow these dilution instructions        
provided next to the ampoule size. 

Go to the Dosage Window .  Adjust the Inner 
Slide  to the patients correct weight.  The figure 
now shown (black writing) for the amount of drug 
to give actually represents the mls out of the sy-
ringe to be given to the patient (it is not a mg dos-
age). 

Step 20  

Slide the Inner Slide  inside the Outer Cover .  


